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son said chemistry, or rope-dancing, or anything which would
provide a retreat for the mind. Mrs Crupp's remedy ran on
similar lines : " You are a young gentleman, Mr Copperfull,
and my adwice to you is, to cheer up, Sir, to keep a good
heart, and to know your own wal^ie. If you was to take to
skittles, now, which is healthy, you might find it divert your
mind." Johnson and Dickens, bicarbonate of soda, bromide,
a certain amount of resolution, and the news that the Germans
are being held, for the moment at least, are responsible for my
being reasonably restored to-day. One must keep somethings
in reserve for the air raids, which now seem certain. By me
way, Bernard Darwin's article yesterday had a passage of
wider application than he perhaps meant, except that writers
should be given the credit of their implications :
It has often been pointed out that when you are a hole
or two down in a golf match as long as you do not crack you
keep your opponent on the stretch, and that if the tension
goes on long enough it is he who will crack. It is a lesson
that we can never take too much or too often to heart, and
these magicians of table-tennis inculcate it as well as any-
one I ever saw. Golf is not, as are most others, a game of
direct attack and defence; but the power of defence, of
dour, obstinate resistance, is nevertheless beyond all price.
Hitler, I think, must be puzzled by the British character.
Here we are, with our backs to the wall, fighting for our lives,
and all the cliche-ridden rest of it, and yet finding time to turn
up at Lord's in our hundreds to watch twenty-two young men
disporting themselves at cricket. The B.B.C. versus the
Balloon Barrage.
May 19 I am furious. Yesterday morning Jock spotted this
Sunday, in a second-hand bookseller's catalogue :
545. LANQUINE (Clement): La Malibran, Paris,
N.D., 32 illustrations, wrapper .... 4s.
Without a word to me Jock telephoned the bookseller, asking
him to put this treasure on one side and saying that he would
call for it later in the day. The bookseller agreed. Jock called
in the evening, only to be told that, while his master was at
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